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The universe of robotics is a landscape filled with creativity, hurdles, and thrilling
experiences. Held biennially, the Ituro Robotics Competition stirred up excitement
in April 2023 at the Istanbul Technical University, magnetizing bright young talents
from North Cyprus and Turkey. Among the contenders was the Cyprus
International University (CIU) Robotics Team, making their foray into the
exhilarating world of robotics competitions.

THE PRESTIGIOUS ITURO ROBOTICS COMPETITION

Conducted by the Istanbul Technical University, the Ituro Robotics Competition is
a highly respected event that garners attention from robotics aficionados
nationwide. The competition moves students to design and build robots capable of
performing intricate tasks, thereby testing their proficiency in technology.



THE JOURNEY OF THE CIU ROBOTICS TEAM

CIU Robotics Team, a consortium of seven passionate individuals including myself,
served as the flag bearers of the Cyprus International University (CIU). Fueled with
optimism and mutual zest for robotics, we embarked on this formidable journey.
Our ambitious project involved creating a robot with the capabilities of tracing
lines and discerning colors, which we accomplished with the help of an open-
source electronics platform and a range of Arduino microcontroller boards.

LEARNING THROUGH HANDS-ON EXPERIENCES

Despite not securing a win in their inaugural competition, the team was far from
disheartened. Facing seasoned competitors, we managed to gather invaluable
insights and enhance our expertise along the journey. The obstacles we overcame
were real-time tests of our problem-solving skills and innovative potential. Though
we were at the nascent stages, our successful participation demonstrated our
collaborative efficiencies.

BONDING THROUGH COLLABORATION

One of the key takeaways from the competition was the evident spirit of
collaboration and bonding within the team. Our learning journey was greatly
enriched through collaborative efforts, knowledge sharing, and mutual support.
This nurturing environment substantially added to our learning experience and set
a solid foundation for future endeavors. Despite not securing the win, the venture
was indeed significant. Our enriched knowledge and a heightened resolve to
return stronger underscore how invaluable this experience has been. We eagerly
anticipate what the future holds for us as a team, and personally, I am geared to
expand my skill set to further contribute to the team's advancement.



LOOKING FORWARD

As the voyage of the CIU Robotics team is still in the infancy stage, our strategy
for the upcoming competition is already underway, backed by the wisdom gleaned
from our involvement in the Ituro Robotics Competition.

As we ponder on our participation in the 2023 Ituro Robotics Competition, we brace
ourselves for the exciting challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. We are
cognizant that our success in robotics hinges on steadfast dedication, continuous
learning, and a deep-rooted bond. Being a member of the CIU Women
Empowerment Center and having the privilege of embarking on this incredible
journey with my teammates, my ongoing experiences at Cyprus International
University remain unforgettable. Participating in these robotics’ competitions,
where gender is no barrier, has reinforced my confidence and fueled my passion in
this domain. It has allowed me to stretch my capabilities and explore the vast
expanse of my potential.



