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Cyprus Internat.onal Un.vers.ty 
Inst.tute of Graduate Stud.es and Research 

Gu#del#nes for Doctoral Publ#cat#on Requ#rements and 
Predatory Journals 

Th#s gu#de has been prepared #n l#ght of the Cyprus Internat-onal Un-vers-ty (CIU) Graduate Educat#on and 
Tra#n#ng Regulat#ons, YÖDAK cr#ter#a, and the Senate dec#s#ons dated September 18, 2024. It a#ms to help 
doctoral students manage the#r academ#c publ#cat#on processes, avo#d the trap of "predatory/dub#ous" 
journals, and ensure awareness regard#ng Plag#ar#sm Detect#on (Turn#t#n). 

1. PhD Graduat-on Publ-cat-on Requ-rement 
To establ*sh a doctoral thes*s defense jury, the cand.date must fulf.ll the follow.ng 
academ.c publ.cat.on cr.ter.a dur.ng or after the thes.s stage: 

• Scope and Content: The publ.shed art.cle must be a research art*cle produced 
d.rectly from the doctoral thes.s work. "Rev.ew" type publ.cat.ons are not 
accepted. 

• Superv*sor Approval: Before subm.tt.ng a manuscr.pt der.ved from the thes.s to 
any journal, the approval of the thes*s/project superv*sor must be obta.ned. 

• A<*l*at*on Requ*rement: The .nst.tut.onal address of the student on the 
publ.shed art.cle must be stated as "Cyprus Internat*onal Un*vers*ty". 

• Co-Authorsh*p: If the art.cle .s clearly der.ved from the thes.s, names other than 
the student and superv.sor may be .ncluded; however, the student and 
superv*sor must be at the top of the author l*st for the publ.cat.on to meet 
acceptance cr.ter.a. St.ll, a crowded author l.st w.ll always be quest.oned. 

• Web of Sc*ence (WoS) Requ*rement:  

o The art.cle must be publ.shed .n journals .ndexed under SSCI (Soc.al 
Sc.ences C.tat.on Index), SCI-Expanded (Sc.ence C.tat.on Index 
Expanded), or AHCI (Arts and Human.t.es C.tat.on Index). 

o Except*on for Law Programs: In Law PhD programs taught .n Turk.sh, a 
m.n.mum of two art*cles related to the thes.s f.eld must be publ.shed .n 
journals determ.ned by the Inter-Un.vers.ty Academ.c Coord.nat.on Board 
(ÜAKK). 

o Changes *n Web of Sc*ence (WoS) Status: 

• Dropped Journals: If a journal .s dropped from the .ndex after 
publ.cat.on but the art.cle rema.ns v.s.ble .n the WoS system, the 
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requ.rement .s cons.dered met. If the art.cle .s not v.s.ble, a new 
publ.cat.on .s requ.red. 

• "On Hold" / "Suspended" Journals: If a journal .s suspended after 
publ.cat.on but the art.cle st.ll appears .n WoS, .t .s accepted. If the 
art.cle does not appear, the requ.rement .s not met; the student may 
e.ther wa.t for the status to change (w.th.n max.mum t.me l.m.ts) or 
publ.sh a new art.cle. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: These WOS rules are determ.ned by the H.gher Educat.on 
Academ.c Coord.nat.on Board (composed of YÖDAK members and un.vers.ty 
rectors) and are aud.ted by YÖDAK. 

2. Gu-de to Avo-d-ng Predatory (Susp-c-ous) Journals 
Accord.ng to the Senate dec.s.ons eYect.ve from September 19, 2024, a publ.cat.on 
must fall w.th.n the "safe zone" to be val.d for graduat.on or academ.c promot.on: 

• Safe (Non-Predatory) Journals: 

o Q1, Q2, and Q3 Journals: Journals .n these quart.les are not cons.dered 
predatory, regardless of whether they charge an Art.cle Process.ng Charge 
(APC). 

o Q4 Journals (Free): WoS Q4 journals that do not charge any ed.tor.al or 
publ.cat.on fees are cons.dered safe. 

o Q4 Journals (Pa*d - Except*ons): Q4 journals that charge a fee are only 
cons.dered safe .f they are the oY.c.al organ of a branch assoc.at.on, 
un.vers.ty, .nst.tute, or an establ.shed sc.ent.f.c .nst.tut.on; started 
publ.cat.on before 2010; or operate on a subscr.pt.on bas.s. 

• S*gns of Predatory Journals: 

o Inclus.on .n "Predatory Journal" l.sts def.ned by YÖK or ÜAK. 

o Outlets focused on commerc.al ga.n rather than academ.c qual.ty, those 
treat.ng peer-rev.ew as a formal.ty, or those guarantee.ng publ.cat.on 
w.th.n a few days/weeks. 

 

CRITICAL WARNING: The regulat.ons .n th.s gu.de are subject to change based on 
dec.s.ons by the Inter-Un.vers.ty Academ.c Coord.nat.on Board, YÖDAK, or the 
Un.vers.ty Senate. In case of d.screpanc.es, the most recently announced oY.c.al 
leg.slat.on preva.ls. Students are respons.ble for follow.ng and .mplement.ng current 
rules. 


