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SDG 17 

Partnerships for the Goals 

17.2.3 

International collaboration on gathering or 
measuring SDG data 

3 

Signed agreements checked that commit CIU to 
joint data collection: Tarsus, Hawler Medical 

and Dokuz Eylül 

 

Purpose of this evidence file 

This fact file answers THE Impact Rankings SDG 17 measure 17.2.3: “Does your university as a body participate in international 
collaboration on gathering or measuring data for the SDGs?” It combines CIU’s 17.2.3 statement and standard MoU with the international 
agreements in the 3.3.1 health collaborations file, reads the scanned agreements for data clauses, and adds CIU’s participation in 
international SDG rankings from ciu.edu.tr. It reports which agreements actually contain a data clause and which do not, and drafts a data 
collaboration plan marked as a proposal. 
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INDICATOR 17.2.3 

International collaboration on SDG data at a glance 

CIU’s standard MoU commits partners to SDG data collection, and three signed agreements checked carry such a clause. 

The question and the answer 

Question. Does your university as a body participate in international collaboration on gathering or measuring data for the SDGs? 

Answer: yes, through agreements and ranking submissions; joint data outputs still to be shown. CIU’s standard Memorandum of 
Understanding lists, in Article II, “Collaborating in data collection, research and ongoing projects intended to meet UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) both on and off campus” (item 6) and cooperation “to participate in surveys conducted by independent 
international and national organizations, including for the preparation of academic rankings of universities (QS, THE, etc.)” (item 11). 
Reading the scanned agreements, the SDG data clause appears in CIU’s MoUs with Tarsus University (Türkiye) and Hawler Medical 
University (Iraq), and the signed protocol with Dokuz Eylül University (Türkiye, 11 and 13 November 2024) provides for joint data collection. 
CIU also submits data to the THE Impact Rankings and UI GreenMetric. The file has not found a joint SDG dataset or report produced 
under any agreement. 

 

3 

Signed agreements with a joint data collection 
clause seen in scanned copies 

12 

International partner institutions in 8 countries 
in the 3.3.1 health collaborations file 

 
 

Evidence scope 

No. Evidence item Where 

1 CIU’s statement and the standard MoU clauses on data and surveys Page 3 

2 Agreements checked: which contain a data provision Page 4 

3 International partners in the 3.3.1 health file and the partners named in 17.2.3 Page 5 

4 Dated record, with participation in THE Impact Rankings and UI GreenMetric Page 6 

5 Drafted SDG data collaboration plan and log (proposal) Page 7 

6 Points to strengthen before submission, and sources Page 8 

7 Evidence: CIU statement, MoU draft, and scanned agreements Pages 9–16 
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WHAT CIU STATES 

The statement and the standard MoU clauses 

CIU’s 17.2.3 statement and the wording of its MoU draft. 

Source What it says Reading 

17.2.3 statement 

“Cyprus International University (CIU) actively participates in 
international collaborations aimed at gathering and measuring data 
for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Our Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoUs) with partner institutions worldwide include 
specific provisions on sustainability cooperation, data exchange, and 
joint research (Article II.6).” 

Appendix A 

MoU draft, Article II, item 6 
“Collaborating in data collection, research and ongoing projects 
intended to meet UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) both on 
and off campus.” (highlighted in CIU’s draft) 

The SDG data commitment; a 
commitment to collaborate, not a 
dataset. 

MoU draft, Article II, item 11 

“The Parties are willing to cooperate with independent international 
and national organizations to participate in surveys conducted by 
such organizations, including for the preparation of academic 
rankings of universities (QS, THE, etc.).” 

Covers ranking surveys such as 
THE Impact Rankings. 

MoU draft, Article II, item 10 
“Publication of research, educational and methodological materials 
in the results of implementation of joint activities.” 

Joint outputs. 

MoU draft, Article VII 
The Memorandum is effective for 5 years and extends automatically 
for further 5-year periods unless terminated with 6 months’ notice. 

Long-term basis. 

Partners named 

Amirkabir University of Technology (Iran), Bukhara State Medical 
Institute (Uzbekistan), China Three Gorges University (China), Duhok 
Polytechnic University (Iraq), Gazi University, Istanbul Technical 
University and Dokuz Eylül University (Türkiye), Shahid Beheshti 
University of Medical Sciences (Iran), University of Cagliari (Italy), 
University of Opole (Poland), University of Zambia (Zambia), Czech 
Technical University in Prague (Czechia), “among many more”. 

Signed copies for five of the 
twelve are in the evidence; page 
5. 
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AGREEMENTS CHECKED 

Which agreements contain a data provision 

Scanned agreements supplied by CIU in this file and in the 3.3.1 health collaborations file. The 3.3.1 copies were read from the 
scans; “Clause” is the provision in the copy. 

Partner Country Data-related provision found 

Tarsus University (3.3.1, 
2b) 

Türkiye 

Art. 2: “(vi) Collaborating in data collection, research and 
ongoing projects intended to meet UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) both on and off campus”; “(vii) 
… cooperate with independent international and national 
organizations to participate in surveys … including for the 
preparation of academic rankings of universities (QS, THE, 
etc.)”; “(iv) exchange of reference data, publications, and 
academic information”. 

Hawler Medical University 
(3.3.1, 2j) 

Iraq 

Art. II: “collaborating in data collection, research and in 
ongoing projects intended to meet UN sustainable 
development goals (SDGs) both on and off campus”; 
“exchanging research and educational data, where 
possible, to be used for education and training purposes”. 
Five-year term. 

Dokuz Eylül University 
(17.2.3 file, Appendix 2; 
3.3.1, 1i) 

Türkiye 

Cooperation protocol in Turkish, signed 11 and 13 
November 2024 by the two Rectors; Article 2, item 4 
encourages and promotes joint data collection, research 
and project writing in areas of common interest; Article 7 
covers personal data. Five-year term. 

Bukhara State Medical 
Institute (3.3.1, 2f) 

Uzbekistan 
MoU on the standard template: item 10 on cooperating in 
surveys of rankings organisations (QS, THE); item 8 on 
joint publications. The SDG data item is not in this copy. 

Shahid Beheshti Univ. of 
Medical Sciences (3.3.1, 
2g) 

Iran 
General cooperation, exchange of staff, students, library 
materials and publications; no data clause seen. 

Univ. of Medicine and 
Pharmacy of Craiova 
(3.3.1, 2m) 

Romania 
Section 9, Data Protection and Ethics: comply with data 
protection law including GDPR; prior ethics approval for 
human participants and personal data. 

UCSI University (3.3.1, 2n) Malaysia 
Sharing access to research databases and joint training in 
research methods and data analysis. 

University of 
Wolverhampton (3.3.1, 2o) 

UK 
Compliance with the Data Protection Act 2018; no SDG 
data clause seen. 

The University of 
Faisalabad; Green 
International University 
(3.3.1, 2k, 2l) 

Pakistan 
Master agreements on staff and student exchange, joint 
research and proposal writing; no data clause seen. 
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 

Partners in the evidence, and what is missing 

From the 3.3.1 health collaborations file (reference in brackets) and the partners named in the 17.2.3 statement. 

Partner Country Agreement 

Atatürk University, Faculty of Medicine Türkiye 
Clinical practices protocol 
(2a) 

Tarsus University Türkiye MoU (2b) 

Başkent University Türkiye Three protocols (2c, 2d, 2e) 

Bukhara State Medical Institute Uzbekistan MoU (2f) 

Shahid Beheshti University of Medical 
Sciences 

Iran MoU (2g) 

Cultural Exchange Bridge UK Internship agreement (2h) 

Hawler Medical University Iraq MoU (2j) 

The University of Faisalabad; Green 
International University 

Pakistan MoUs (2k, 2l) 

Univ. of Medicine and Pharmacy of 
Craiova 

Romania MoU (2m) 

UCSI University Malaysia MoU (2n) 

University of Wolverhampton UK MoU (2o) 

Dokuz Eylül University Türkiye 
Protocol (3.3.1, 1i; 17.2.3 
appendix) 

Amirkabir; China Three Gorges; Duhok 
Polytechnic; Gazi; ITU; Cagliari; Opole; 
Zambia; Czech Technical University 

Iran, China, Iraq, 
Türkiye, Italy, 
Poland, Zambia, 
Czechia 

Named in the 17.2.3 
statement 
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DATED RECORD 

What the record shows, with dates 

From the agreements and ciu.edu.tr. “Reading” is a plain note, not a CIU claim. 

Ref. Date Item Reading Source 

R1 2018 

CIU becomes the first university in Northern Cyprus 
included in the UI GreenMetric World University 
Rankings, which it joins by submitting campus 
sustainability data. 

Start of international 
sustainability data 
submissions 

CIU sustainability page 

R2 2021 

Cooperation protocol between CIU’s Sustainable 
Energy Research Center and Osmaniye Korkut Ata 
University’s Energy Education centre on research, 
education and technical work. 

Cross-border energy 
cooperation 

CIU SDG 17 page 

R3 14 Oct 2023 
Workshop “Road to Sustainability: From Campuses 
to the World” with UI GreenMetric; UI 
GreenMetric’s representative attends. 

Event with the ranking’s 
organisers 

CIU news 

R4 
11 and 13 Nov 
2024 

Cooperation protocol with Dokuz Eylül University 
signed by both Rectors, providing for joint data 
collection. 

Signed data clause Appendix D 

R5 14 Dec 2024 
CIU ranked 64th of 1,477 universities in UI 
GreenMetric. 

Result of data submission CIU news 

R6 27 Apr 2026 
MoU with The University of Faisalabad, Pakistan 
(date as printed). 

Recent partner agreement 3.3.1 file, 2k 

R7 26 Jun 2026 
THE Sustainability Impact Ratings 2026: overall 
201–300; SDG 17 201–300; SDG 7 22nd; SDG 17 
67th. 

Result of annual SDG data 
submission 

CIU news 

R8 2026 
UI GreenMetric 2026: 55th in the world, 3rd in 
Türkiye, 22nd in Europe. 

Result of annual data 
submission 

CIU rankings page 

 

Ranking submissions are data collaboration, with a limit 

THE Impact Rankings and UI GreenMetric measure SDG and sustainability performance from data that universities submit each year, so 
CIU takes part in international SDG measurement every year. These are submissions to ranking organisers, not agreements between 
peers, so they support the answer next to the agreements and do not replace them. CIU’s page says it has “participated in these 
evaluations for the past seven years”. 

https://ciu.edu.tr/en/about-us/impact/sustainability
https://prospective.ciu.edu.tr/en/about-us/impact/sustainability/sustainable-development-goals/partnerships-goals
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/sustainable-campuses-project
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/ciu-ranked-64th-ui-greenmetric-world-university-rankings
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/ciu-continues-strengthen-its-position-sustainability
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/about-us/rankings
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APPENDIX A • CIU STATEMENT 

CIU 17.2.3 statement 

International collaboration data gathering for SDG, from the supplied document. 

 
CIU 17.2.3 evidence document, page 1. 
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APPENDIX B • MOU DRAFT, PAGE 1 OF 2 

CIU standard MoU draft 

Article II, item 6 (highlighted by CIU) on SDG data collection, and item 11 on rankings surveys. 

 
MoU draft, page 1 of 3 

 
MoU draft, page 2 of 3 



 

 

THE IMPACT RANKINGS SDG 17.2.3  

17.2.3 • Cyprus International University • THE Impact Rankings Evidence • Page 9 

APPENDIX B • MOU DRAFT, PAGE 2 OF 2 

CIU standard MoU draft, signature page 

Articles VIII and the signature block, with the partner name left blank. 

 
MoU draft, page 3 of 3. 
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APPENDIX C • TARSUS UNIVERSITY MOU (FROM THE 3.3.1 FILE) 

Tarsus University, Türkiye 

Article 2, items (iv), (vi) and (vii): data exchange, SDG data collection and ranking surveys. 

 
Tarsus MoU, page 1 

 
Tarsus MoU, page 2 
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APPENDIX C • HAWLER MEDICAL UNIVERSITY MOU (FROM THE 3.3.1 FILE) 

Hawler Medical University, Iraq 

Article II: collaborating in data collection for the SDGs, and exchanging research and educational data. 

 
Hawler MoU, page 1 

 
Hawler MoU, page 2 
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APPENDIX C • BUKHARA STATE MEDICAL INSTITUTE MOU (FROM THE 3.3.1 FILE) 

Bukhara State Medical Institute, Uzbekistan 

Article II, item 10: cooperation in surveys for academic rankings (QS, THE). The SDG data item of the draft is not in this copy. 

 
Bukhara MoU, page 1  

Bukhara MoU, page 2 
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APPENDIX D • DOKUZ EYLÜL UNIVERSITY PROTOCOL, PAGE 1 OF 2 

Cooperation protocol with Dokuz Eylül University 

In Turkish; Madde 2, item 4 reads “Ortak çıkar alanlarında ortak veri toplama, araştırma yapma ve proje yazımının 
cesaretlendirilmesi ve teşvik edilmesi”: joint data collection, research and project writing in areas of common interest are 
encouraged. Signed 11 and 13 November 2024. 

 
Protocol, page 1 

 
Protocol, page 2 
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APPENDIX D • DOKUZ EYLÜL UNIVERSITY PROTOCOL, PAGE 2 OF 2 

Cooperation protocol, continued 

Madde 5 to 9 and the signature page, with the signing dates. 

 
Protocol, page 3 

 
Protocol, page 4 (signatures, 11 and 13 November 2024) 

 


