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TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION / IMPACT RANKINGS EVIDENCE FACT FILE 

SDG 17 / INDICATOR 17.2.4  

International Collaboration and SDG Best Practice 

Cyprus International University • North Cyprus – Türkiye • www.ciu.edu.tr 

 

 

SDG 17 

Partnerships for the Goals 

17.2.4 

International collaboration to review 
comparative approaches and develop best 

practice on the SDGs 

11 

Agreements with universities in nine countries 
outside Türkiye, in the MoU archive 

 

Purpose of this evidence file 

This fact file answers THE Impact Rankings SDG 17 measure 17.2.4: “Does your university as a body, through international collaboration 
and research, review comparative approaches and develop international best practice on tackling the SDGs?” It reads the supplied 
collaboration document and the 40 MoU files in the Tüm MoUlar archive, adds what ciu.edu.tr shows on international partners, 
benchmarking and rankings, and sorts the evidence into what is signed, what is practised and what is not yet shown. Where the record 
does not match CIU’s wording it says so, and every drafted item is marked as a proposal. 
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INDICATOR 17.2.4 

International collaboration and SDG best practice at a glance 

CIU has many recent international agreements and is benchmarked each year; the record does not yet show a comparative 
review or a best practice that came from one. 

The question and the answer 

Question. Does your university as a body, through international collaboration and research, review comparative approaches and develop 
international best practice on tackling the SDGs? 

Answer: partly. The MoU archive holds 11 agreements with universities in nine countries outside Türkiye, nearly all signed between 
November 2024 and September 2026. Three of them, with Cross River State (Nigeria), Hawler Medical (Iraq) and Sulaimani (Iraq), and one 
with Tarsus University (Türkiye), contain a clause to collaborate “in data collection, research and ongoing projects intended to meet UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) both on and off campus”. One, with Craiova (Romania), names the “exchange of academic 
materials and best practices”. CIU also submits to UI GreenMetric (64th of 1,477 universities in 2024) and THE Impact Rankings each 
year, and hosted a GreenMetric workshop in October 2023. What is missing is a comparative review, a joint output or a named best 
practice taken from a partner. 

 

11 

Agreements with universities in nine countries 
outside Türkiye, in the archive 

4 

MoUs with an SDG research and data clause 
(three abroad, one in Türkiye) 

0 

Joint SDG outputs or comparative reviews found 
in the files or on ciu.edu.tr 

 

Headline result 

The channels exist. Signed MoUs, a yearly GreenMetric and THE submission, and a workshop with GreenMetric give CIU routes to 
compare itself with others. 

The practice is not shown. No report compares CIU’s approach with a partner’s, and no CIU policy is said to come from one. The SDG 
clause is the same standard text in four MoUs. 

Next step. Page 8 drafts a yearly benchmarking review and best-practice register that would turn the agreements into evidence. 

 

Evidence scope 

No. Evidence item Where 

1 CIU’s statement and what it supports Page 3 

2 Register of international agreements in the MoU archive Page 4 

3 Clauses that bear on comparison and best practice Page 5 

4 Benchmarking, networks and partners shown on ciu.edu.tr Page 6 

5 Dated record Page 7 

6 Drafted benchmarking and best-practice protocol (proposal) Page 8 

7 Points to strengthen before submission, and sources Page 9 

8 Evidence: supplied list and MoU pages Pages 10–13 
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WHAT CIU STATES 

The statement and what it supports 

The supplied document is headed 17.2.5 and is about health institutions; it is used here as the list of agreements CIU names. 

CIU states Wording Reading 

Approach 

“Our approach is not insular; it is fundamentally 
collaborative, leveraging partnerships with local, national, 
and global health institutions to create a synergistic impact 
that extends far beyond our campus borders.” 

A claim. It is about health, one of the 
SDGs, not about comparing approaches 
across the SDGs. 

Purpose of the agreements 

Agreements with “local, national, and international health 
institutions to facilitate data gathering, education, and 
research related to the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)”. 

Matches the SDG clause found in four 
MoUs; the other agreements do not 
mention SDGs. 

Global collaborations listed 

Başkent University Faculty of Medicine (three protocols), 
Bukhara Medical Institute, Shahid Beheshti University of 
Medical Sciences, Cultural Exchange Bridge (UK), Medi 
Foundation, Hawler Medical University. 

Clinical, exchange and curriculum 
agreements. Only Hawler is also in the 
MoU archive. 

Closing statement 
CIU’s “health strategy is a dynamic and implemented 
framework of collaboration” that creates “tangible and 
lasting impact on health outcomes”. 

No outcome measure or comparison is 
given. 

 

Reading the statement 

The statement shows collaboration for health. The question asks for a review of comparative approaches and best practice across the 
SDGs, reached through international collaboration and research. The document does not name a review, a comparison or a best practice, 
so this file adds the wider MoU archive and the website, and says what each shows. 
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REGISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

Eleven agreements with universities abroad 

Partner (country) Signed Term Scope of cooperation 

Hawler Medical University 
(Iraq) 

7 Nov 2024 5 years 
Staff and student exchange, joint research, 
joint degrees, library and data exchange. 

University of Sulaimani 
(Iraq) 

Jan 2025 5 years Same text as Hawler. 

Czech Technical University 
in Prague, Civil Engineering 
(Czechia) 

17 Mar 2025 5 years 

With the Faculty of Fine Arts, Design and 
Architecture: research on applied 
psychology of architecture, INSPIRELI 
Awards, exchange of teaching material and 
research results. 

Wolverhampton (UK) 15 Apr 2026 5 years 
Articulation, progression and study 
semester abroad. 

UCSI University (Malaysia) May 2026 5 years 
Education and joint research; initiatives 
need a separate agreement. 

Craiova Medicine and 
Pharmacy (Romania) 

2026 5 years 
Joint research, mobility, conferences, 
curriculum, joint applications for funding. 

University of Limerick 
(Ireland) 

Jun 2026 3 years 

Staff and student exchange, joint 
programmes, research, seminars, summer 
and winter schools. Study agreement of 17 
Aug 2026. 

Hochschule Bielefeld, 
HSBI (Germany) 

2026 3 years 
Staff and student exchange, virtual 
mobility; two places at the European 
Summer School. 

University of Faisalabad 
(Pakistan) 

Apr–May 2026 5 years 
Joint research projects, conferences, 
placements. 

Green International 
University (Pakistan) 

3 Sep 2026 5 years 
Collaborative research, short courses, 
journal exchange, thesis research. 

University of Cross River 
State (Nigeria) 

2026 5 years, renewing 
Exchanges, joint research, lectures, 
conferences, joint theses. 
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CLAUSES THAT BEAR ON THE QUESTION 

What the agreements allow CIU to do 

Clause Wording Where Reading 

SDG data and research 

“Collaborating in data collection, 
research and ongoing projects 
intended to meet UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) both on 
and off campus.” 

Cross River, Hawler, 
Sulaimani, Tarsus 

Direct SDG link; same text in 
each. No project is named. 

Rankings surveys 

The parties “are willing to cooperate 
with independent international and 
national organizations to participate in 
surveys… including for the preparation 
of academic rankings (QS, THE, etc.)”. 

Tarsus 
Supports joint benchmarking in 
principle. 

Exchange of best practices 
“Exchange of academic materials and 
best practices.” 

Craiova 
The only agreement that uses 
the term. 

Exchange of information 
and results 

“Exchange of information and 
documentation including sharing of 
teaching material, publications, results 
of implementation of new technologies 
and research.” 

Czech Technical University 
A route to compare practice in 
architecture and construction. 

Joint research and 
publications 

Collaborative or joint research projects 
and publications. 

Czech, Craiova, UCSI, 
Faisalabad, Green Int., 
Hawler, Sulaimani, Tarsus, 
Limerick 

Nine agreements allow it; none 
shows a project. 

Joint events and schools 
Seminars, workshops, summer and 
winter schools; the European Summer 
School at Bielefeld. 

Limerick, HSBI, Craiova, 
Green Int., Faisalabad 

Places for shared learning; no 
SDG theme is stated. 

Joint degrees 
Joint degree programmes between 
departments. 

Hawler, Sulaimani, Craiova 
(explore) 

Not SDG-specific. 
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WEBSITE SURVEY 

Benchmarking, networks and partners on ciu.edu.tr 

What the website shows about comparing CIU with others and working with international partners.  

Item Report 

UI GreenMetric World 
University Rankings 

2023: 69th in the world, 29th in Europe. 2024: 64th of 1,477 
universities, 1st in Cyprus, 3rd in Türkiye, 27th in Europe. 2026: 
55th in the world, 3rd in Türkiye, 22nd in Europe. 

THE Impact Rankings 2026 
Overall 201–300; SDG 7 22nd, SDG 17 67th; SDG 3, 11 and 12 in 
101–200; SDG 17 in 201–300. 

Workshop “Sustainable 
Campuses”, 14 Oct 2023 

Faculty and students heard CIU’s sustainability roadmap and a 
speaker from UI GreenMetric on its framework and application 
process. 

Conference in Portugal, 
June 2023 

CIU “shared its projects” and “received very positive feedback” 
(GreenMetric 2023 news). 

International Partnerships 
page 

Pace University (USA), Limerick (Ireland), Wolverhampton (UK), 
Green International and Faisalabad (Pakistan), Paris School of 
Business, EU Business School, Tor Vergata (Italy). 

Limerick MoU, 15 Jun 2026 
Exchange, joint programmes, collaborative research and 
seminars in economics and administration, engineering and 
basic sciences. 

GAÜ protocol, 11 Sep 2026; 
Atatürk protocols, 3 Oct 
2025 

GAÜ (Girne American University): joint research, data collection 
and projects “aligned with the UN SDGs”. Atatürk: distance 
education and clinical training. 

Sustainability report (SDG 
17.3), 2021 

Foreign scholarships, EU-funded projects, students from 107 
countries; claims of “largest” or “first” in North Cyprus. 

Rankings page 
Also lists THE World, U.S. News, Shanghai GRAS and SCImago; 
U.S. News shows an “international collaboration” indicator. 
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DATED RECORD 

What the record shows, with dates 

From the MoU archive, the supplied document and ciu.edu.tr. “Reading” is a plain note, not a CIU claim. 

Ref. Date Item Reading Source 

R1 Jun 2023 CIU shares its projects at a conference in Portugal. Sharing practice CIU news 

R2 14 Oct 2023 
Sustainable Campuses workshop with a UI 
GreenMetric speaker. 

Link with ranking body CIU news 

R3 Dec 2023 GreenMetric 2023: 69th in the world. Benchmark CIU news 

R4 7 Nov 2024 
MoU with Hawler Medical University with SDG 
clause. 

First SDG clause in archive Appendix B 

R5 Dec 2024 GreenMetric 2024: 64th of 1,477. Benchmark CIU news 

R6 Jan 2025 MoU with Sulaimani, same text. SDG clause Appendix C 

R7 17 Mar 2025 
MoU with Czech Technical University: exchange of 
research results. 

Information exchange Appendix D 

R8 3 Oct 2025 
MoU with Tarsus University: SDG clause and 
rankings-survey clause. 

SDG clause Appendix C 

R9 Apr–Sep 2026 
MoUs with Wolverhampton, UCSI, Craiova, 
Limerick, HSBI, Faisalabad, Green International 
and Cross River. 

Eight new agreements in one 
year 

Archive 

R10 Jun 2026 THE Impact Rankings 2026 results. Benchmark CIU rankings page 

 

What the dates show 

Almost every international agreement was signed in 2026, so most have run for months, not years. That explains why no joint output is yet 
on record, and is also the point a reviewer will raise: the evidence is of intent and not yet of results. 

https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/ciu-ranking-69th-international-greenmetric-2023
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/sustainable-campuses-project
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/ciu-ranking-69th-international-greenmetric-2023
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/news/ciu-ranked-64th-ui-greenmetric-world-university-rankings
https://ciu.edu.tr/en/about-us/rankings
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APPENDIX A • CIU COLLABORATION DOCUMENT 

Supplied list of collaborations 

Page 1 of the supplied document: local, national and global collaborations. The document is headed 17.2.5. 

 
Supplied document, page 1. 
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APPENDIX B • SDG CLAUSES, HAWLER AND CROSS RIVER 

MoUs with an SDG clause (1 of 2) 

Hawler Medical University, signed 7 November 2024, and the University of Cross River State. 

 
Hawler Medical University MoU, page 1 

 
University of Cross River State MoU, page 1 
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APPENDIX C • SDG CLAUSES, SULAIMANI AND TARSUS 

MoUs with an SDG clause (2 of 2) 

University of Sulaimani (January 2025) and Tarsus University (3 October 2025, Article 2). 

 
University of Sulaimani MoU, page 1 

 
Tarsus University MoU, page 2 
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APPENDIX D • BEST PRACTICE AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE 

Craiova and Czech Technical University 

Craiova MoU, area of cooperation (f) “Exchange of academic materials and best practices”, and the Czech Technical University 
MoU of 17 March 2025. 

 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Craiova MoU, page 1 

 
Czech Technical University in Prague MoU, page 1 

 


